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Aloha Community Health Worker Colleagues and Allies,

Mahalo for joining us at the 2022 Hawai'i Community Health
Workers Conference: Growing In Strength. It's been a little
under three years since the last time we gathered in person for
our annual conference, and we couldn't be more excited to
connect and share how we all have grown.

As we know, Hawai'i CHWs have been the backbone of health in
our communities. They are the outreach workers, patient
navigators, and "super aunties and uncles" that connect our
communities to health and well-being services. CHWs also played a
crucial role during the COVID-19 pandemic by becoming one of the
few first responders to conduct home visits to keep our most
vulnerable populations connected and safe. 

This year's conference aims to unify us to speak as one voice for
CHWs throughout the State of Hawai'i. Together we hope to
strengthen the profession's capacity to promote healthy
communities by sharing knowledge, resources, and expertise.
Today will serve as a platform for education, networking, and
workforce development. Our goal is to provide an opportunity to
continue discussions around the evolving field of CHWs and what
our CHWs in Hawai'i need to advance in their field.

Hele mai as we continue Growing In Strength! 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERKEYNOTE SPEAKERKEYNOTE SPEAKER

over 15 years’ experience as a public health practitioner, she
provides expertise and oversight for an extensive portfolio of
health equity-focused programs including grassroots public health
workforce development, community health worker initiatives,
training and technical assistance to promote racially equitable
communities, health in all policies strategies, and multi-sector
collaborative development to achieve public health transformation. 
 

Over the last 11 years at IPHI, Abby has worked with CHWs and
communities to design CHW initiatives to advance health outcomes
for underserved communities, provided technical assistance to the
CHW Associations and CHW employers in the region, convened the
Virginia Development Council and regional entities to advance
CHW sustainability and reciprocity and managed multiple CHW
initiatives focused on different health issues that have integrated
CHW curriculum design, training, managing consultant trainers,
linking CHWs to employment, managing multiple employment
partners, coordinating multisectoral collaboratives to advance
policy and identify strategies to sustain the CHW workforce, and
managing and reporting on private and Federal grants. At IPHI, she
also serves as a lead trainer and subject matter expert on their
health and racial equity portfolio providing technical assistance to
collaboratives nationally on integrating racial equity into their work.
 

Abby is an Adjunct Instructor of Clinical Research and Leadership
at the George Washington University School of Medicine and
Health Sciences. She is a graduate of the George Washington
University with a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science and
a Master of Public Health in Public Health.

Abby Charles currently serves as Program
Director at the Institute for Public Health
Innovation (IPHI). In this role, she works with a
variety of sectors and stakeholders including
elected officials, health departments, planning
agencies, and community-based organizations
and other key stakeholders to design and
implement policy, systems, and environmental
changes aimed at improving public health. With 
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Chronic Disease
Conditions & Behavioral
Health Track:
Frontline Community
Perspective

Kūpuna Health Track: 
Dementia 101 & Early
Detection 

SESSION ASESSION A
ROOM: GLASS BALLROOMROOM: GLASS BALLROOM

SESSION BSESSION B
ROOM: MAUKAROOM: MAUKA

SESSION CSESSION C  
ROOM: MAKAIROOM: MAKAI

Dr. Ricardo C. Custodio
Professor of Health Science
University of Hawai'i - West O'ahu

8:00 AM    REGISTRATION 
8:30 AM    BREAKFAST 
9:00 AM    WELCOME 
9:10 AM    KEYNOTE ADDRESS - ABBY CHARLES
9:50 AM    BREAK
10:00 AM  BREAKOUT SESSION #1

11:15 AM    BREAK

PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM

Built Environment Track:
Mobility Justice - Vision Zero,
Transportation Equity & the
Importance of CHWs as
Champions for Safer Streets
CJ Johnson
Product & Member Engagement
Manager
AlohaCare

SESSION DSESSION D
ROOM: GRAND BALLROOMROOM: GRAND BALLROOM
Community Health Worker
Certification Assessment -
Employers Focus Group

Danielle Giroux
Evaluator

*suggested for CHW Allies & Employers

Hawai'i Public Health
Institute

Dr. Poki'i Balaz, DNP, EMBA ,APRN
Interim Executive Director 
Lunalilo Home 

Dementia Capability Training
Certificate will be provided to
participants who attend both
dementia training sessions.
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12:45 PM  NETWORKING LUNCH
2:00 PM    GROWING IN STRENGTH DISCUSSION
3:45 PM    NEXT STEPS & CLOSING
4:00 PM    PAU

Chronic Disease
Conditions & Behavioral
Health Track:
Historical Trauma -
Cultural Resilience

Kūpuna Health Track: 
 Dementia Skill Building &
Community Resources  

SESSION ASESSION A
ROOM: GLASS BALLROOMROOM: GLASS BALLROOM

SESSION BSESSION B
ROOM: MAUKAROOM: MAUKA

SESSION CSESSION C  
ROOM: MAKAIROOM: MAKAI

Dr. Manulani Aluli Meyer
Professor of Health Science
University of Hawai'i - 
West O'ahu

11:30 AM BREAKOUT SESSION #2

Skill Building Track:
Storytelling Tips & Tools for
Impactful Outreach

CJ Johnson
Product & Member Engagement
Manager
AlohaCare

SESSION DSESSION D
ROOM: GRAND BALLROOMROOM: GRAND BALLROOM
Employment Track: CHW
Workforce Development

Joey DeWater, MPH
CHW Program Coordinator
Kapi'olani Community College

Hilary Hacker
CHW Recruitment Facilitator & Lecturer
Kapi'olani Community College

Lalo Kalahele - Kōkua Kalihi Valley
Mia Taylor - Queen's Medical Center
Dr. Dave Moskowitz - HMSA
Lia Thorne - HMSA

Jessica Yamauchi - Hawai'i Public
Health Institute

Panel:

*suggested for CHW Allies & Employers
Dr. Poki'i Balaz, DNP, EMBA
,APRN
Interim Executive Director 
Lunalilo Home 

Dementia Capability Training
Certificate will be provided to
participants who attend both
dementia training sessions.
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The Hawai'i Community Health Worker (HICHW) Association has
been the hot topic for the past three years since the last in-person
CHW Conference. Through great facilitation at the 2019 conference,
supportive CHW Allies, and active CHWs the HICHWA was born! 

Learn more about the vision and mission of HICHW, the current
leadership council, and ways to get involved in page 5-7 of this booklet. 

HAWAI'IHAWAI'I  
COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERCOMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER  

ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION

 signed up to do a 2-mile walk, but in reality, we are participating in a
full marathon. You might notice conversations about health equity
and social determinants of health, new terms or fancy words for
many but not for CHWs. We have been doing this work for many,
many years. It is now that we, CHWs, are being recognized for our
work. We are at the first aid station getting our fuel in during this race
but don't get discouraged that we still have a distance to the finish
line, the race has just begun, and we need to continue to walk this
race together to improve the health and well-being of our clients.
Let's finish this race together.
 

Thank you,
Claudia Hartz
Hawai‘i Community Health Worker Association Chair

Two months ago, I participated in the
Hapalua half marathon on O‘ahu. As I walked
through Honolulu and around Diamond
Head, I couldn't help but think of our history
and the Hawai‘i Community Health Worker
(HICHW) Association. We have come a long
way, and the association could not have
come this far without you. It is an important
time in history for CHWs. The "movement" is
moving pretty fast, we might feel that we 



Eugenie Naone
Island Representative

O'ahu

Crystal 
Caday-Bargayo

Island Representative
Kaua'i

Ka'apuni Kama
Island Representative

O'ahu
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Claudia Hartz Gracie Flores James E. Jones, Jr. Nicole Moore
Chair

Hawai'i Island
Vice Chair

Hawai'i Island
Secretary

O'ahu
Tresurer

Hawai'i Island

In 2021, the official HICHW Association website was launched:
hichw.org and CHWs continued their forward momentum by
electing the HICHWA Leadership Council Members in 2022. Each
council member provides their unique experience to further the
association’s efforts to empower CHWs throughout the state of
Hawai‘i. They currently meet every month and have been hands on
in submitting testimony on behalf of HICHW Association during the
2022 legislation round plan and in discussions to identify tools of
support, education, and collaboration needed to assist fellow CHWs
to malama their communities.

CHWs are recognized as integral partners to create lasting change to
healthier communities in Hawai‘i.

Empower and equip Community Health Workers to reduce health
disparities by increasing access to trainings, education and 
multi sector collaboration.
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GET INVOLVED:GET INVOLVED:
The HICHW Association is calling you to get involved so we
can continuing growing in strength! There are many
opportunities to get involved: 

Advocacy and PolicyAdvocacy and Policy
Aloha/Culture/History/Self-CareAloha/Culture/History/Self-Care
Communications/MarketingCommunications/Marketing
Conference PlanningConference Planning
GovernanceGovernance  
Membership/Network/Recruitment/NominationsMembership/Network/Recruitment/Nominations
Workforce Development/ResourcesWorkforce Development/Resources

BECOME AN ISLAND REPRESENTATIVE: 
Join the Leadership Council team and represent your island at the
leadership level! We still have many vacant island representative
seats and the HICHW Association needs your help to fill them. To
nominate a fellow CHW for this leadership role, visit
hichw.org/about. Final voting will take place at the corresponding
CHW only meeting once enough candidates have been selected. 

JOIN A COMMITTEE: 
Help lead HICHWA initiatives by signing up for a committee on the
hichw.org/get-invovled webpage: 

Mahalo for being a part of this journey with us! We look forward
to seeing you at upcoming meetings and events so together,
we can continue Empowering Healthy Communities! 

ATTEND OUR MONTHLY CHW ONLY MEETINGS: 

The CHW Only Meetings are held every
third Thursday of each month online.
These meetings are open to all CHWs
throughout Hawai'i. Join us for our next
scheduled meeting on Thursday, July
21 from 10:00AM - 11:30AM. To receive
the Zoom link, visit hichw.org/events

THURSDAY, JULY

21
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We cannot forget to mention and recognize the overwhelming
support we received to make this year's conference a success!
Mahalo to our wonderful 2022 Conference Planning Committee
and Subcommittee members for planning this conference. We also
extend a sincere mahalo to our sponsors for their generosity to
make today's conference possible. Mahalo for always supporting
our Hawai'i CHWs.  

MAHALO NUI LOAMAHALO NUI LOA

Keynote sponsors:

Friend of a CHWs sponsor Travel sponsor

We’d like to also recognize that the Stupski Foundation was able to provide
approximately 16 travel scholarships in addition to their keynote
sponsorship. We have a record number of neighbor island participants this
year! Thank you to Stupski Foundation, Department of Health and Pear
Suite for your assistance with travel scholarships!
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Show your Aloha! Snap an US-ie with your friend and
tag us  #CHWBuddy/ #AlohaCHW/ #CHWaves/

Continue growing with us and staying updated by
following us on Facebook and Instagram @HawaiiCHWA

CHECK OUT THIS YEAR'S 

TO LEARN MORE FROM ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS: 
EXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITION

ALOHACARE       UNITED HEALTHCARE       MĀPUNA LAB
HAWAI'I PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTE      PEAR SUITE

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I CANCER CENTER
Located in the lobby against glass windows near the buffet.
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We'd love to hear your feedback! Please scan the QR code below to complete the
following surveys:

SCAN
ME

HAWAI'I CHW ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP SURVEY

CONFERENCE FEEDBACK SURVEY

The Hawai‘i Community Health Worker Association is convened under Hawai‘i Public Health
Institute, a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit organization. For more information visit hiphi.org

https://hiphi.org/

